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Reluctant UWA
scraps think-tank

UWA vice-chancellor Paul 
Johnson campaigned hard 
to save the controversial 
Australia Consensus Centre 
from overwhelming opposition 
before announcing on Friday 
it would be scrapped.

Professor Johnson announced 
on April 2 that UWA had ac-
cepted $4million of federal 
funding to set up the think tank 
linked to controversial Danish 
professor Bjorn Lomborg, who 
was to be an adjunct (unpaid) 
professor.

But Professor Johnson was 
quickly forced to defend the 
decision from attacks from 
students, academics and the 
public.

The UWA student guild ral-
lied to stop the university from 
establishing a centre along the 
lines of Professor Lomborg’s 
centre in Copenhagen.

Students said Professor 
Lomborg was a climate contrar-
ian and would damage UWA’s 
credibility and reputation.

Professor Johnson said the 
scale of the strong and passion-
ate emotional reaction to the 
proposal was one the university 
had not predicted.

“Over the past few weeks, I 
have met and talked to staff, 
students and members of the 
public to hear their views, and 
to explain how the centre would 
operate within the university, 
the type of economic analysis 
it would undertake, and to 
correct many mistruths and 
misunderstandings about the 
centre,” he said.

“I have stated many times that 
it was not a centre to study cli-
mate change, that the university 

was not providing any direct 
funding to the centre, and that 
that Bjorn Lomborg would not 
be involved in its day-to-day 
operations.

“Despite all this, there re-
mains strong opposition to the 
centre. 

“While I respect the right of 
staff to express their views on 
this matter, as all universities 
should be places for open and 
honest sharing and discussion 
of ideas, in this case, it has 
placed the university in a dif-
fi cult position.”

Professor Johnson said the 
events of the past few weeks had 
put the centre in an untenable 
position and without the support 
it needed the taxpayer-funded 
centre could not operate suc-
cessfully.

Student guild president Lizzy 
O’Shea said there had been an 
overwhelming response to the 
plan.

“It has been an intense cam-
paign and we welcome this 
decision,” she said.

“This is a huge victory for the 
hundreds of people who have 
got involved in saving their 
university’s reputation

“It is reassuring to know that 
when decisions cause this kind 
of public response, we will be 
taken seriously.”
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New judge
A quarter of District Court 

judges are now women.
This week, long-time Department 

of Public Prosecutions lawyer 
Linda Petrusa was appointed 
to the court.

Seven of the court’s 28 judges 
are women.

Surgeons learn lifesaving lessons
Surgeons are used to saving 

lives, but not usually on the 
high seas.

Seven US and Canadian 
orthopaedic surgeons were 
treated to a taste of Australian 
beach culture at Cottesloe on 
Tuesday when members of 
North Cottesloe Life Saving 
Club took the men out on surf 
boats. 

The specialist surgeons were 

in Perth for just one night as part 
of four weeks travelling through 
Australia and the UK.

Orthopaedic surgeon Professor 
Piers Yates said the seven men 
were among the top-up-and 
coming orthopaedic surgeons 
in the world.

He said since 1948 Australia 
had been involved in this ex-
change program, where surgeons 
travelled to other countries to 
share ideas and observe dif-

ferent medical practices and 
procedures.

University of Toronto profes-
sor Rajiv Gandhi said he was 
impressed with Perth’s beautiful 
beaches and top-notch health 
care.

The surgeons held lectures 
at Fiona Stanley Hospital and 
visited a range of hospitals 
including St John of God in 
Subiaco.

North Cott surf life savers show international surgeons how it’s done. 

Full range just arrived 

Book available instore: Design with Colour and Style by Shaynna Blaze, published by Viking, rrp $39.99

Introducing the Shaynna Blaze Elegant Muse collection from Molmic

“Elegant muse is all about the classic shape, structure and sophisticated style 
you get with a well made suit” - Shaynna Blaze

9am to 5pm Monday to Saturday
11am - 3pm Sunday

Like us on

Furniture & Interiors

144 Stirling Hwy Nedlands  
(below City Farmers) tel: 9386 6311
www.easyliving.com.au
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Meet Shaynna 
in person

12.30-2.30pm
Saturday 23rd May


